From: Michigan Executive Office of the Governor <mieog@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 7:34 AM

To: |

Subject: COVID-19 Memorial Day

Governor

Gretchen Whitmer

d{‘Vi?j?lodic:hltjaﬂ.gov

Dear Michigander,

On this solemn morning, we mark one year since we identified the first COVID-19
cases in Michigan. We have had a difficult year. We've lost so many Michiganders,
and the virus has changed every aspect of our lives.

We are marking this anniversary as COVID-19 Memorial Day in Michigan to
remember and honor those we've lost. Today, Wednesday, March 10, we are
asking all Michiganders to turn on outside or porch lights from 8-9 pm.

COVID-19 has brought darkness to our state. But we are asking Michiganders to
turn on their lights, to remind each other that even in times of darkness, we are in
this together.

We've had to make difficult decisions guided by facts, science, and data to save
lives, support families and small businesses, and stand by our first responders and
essential workers. But our focus has always remained on protecting the public
health and public safety of every person who lives and works in Michigan. And
throughout this difficult year, we have seen the bright light of determined and
resolved Michiganders shine through the darkness.

To honor the one-year anniversary of COVID-19 in Michigan and mourn those we
have lost to COVID-19, we have ordered U.S. and Michigan flags within the State
Capitol Complex and on all public buildings and grounds across the State of
Michigan to be lowered to half-staff today. Michigan residents, businesses, schools,
local governments, and other organizations are also encouraged to display the flag
at half-staff.

While it may be dark right now, there is a light at the end of the tunnel. Our brave
doctors, scientists, and public health professionals working on the front lines have
learned much about the virus and how to treat it. We have three safe, effective
vaccines -- all miracles of science -- that will help protect you, your family, and




others from COVID-19 and help us get our country and the economy back to
normal.

So as we remember those who are longer with us and honor all of the sacrifices
Michiganders have made over the last year, let us recommit ourselves to ending
this pandemic once and for all. In this fight, we're all on the same team. Please stay
safe.

Sincerely,

Gwﬁm éw

Governor Gretchen Whitmer Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist Il




ONE-YEAR

ANNIVERSARY OF
COVID-19

ONE YEAR AGO, THE FIRST CASE OF
COVID-19 WAS DIAGNOSED IN MICHIGAN.

JOIN US ON MARCH 10TH, TO HONOR THE
LIVES LOST TO COVID-19.

FROM 8:00 - 9:00PM, PLEASE TURN ON THE
LIGHTS OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME IN
REMEMBRANCE OF THE MICHIGANDERS
WE HAVE LOST.
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